Nainal Union of Women Teachers. 


(BIRMINGHAM BRANCH.) 


MEMORANDUM 
ON 
INFANT SCHOOLS. 


October, 1928. 


‘ 


The suggestion embodied in the Report of the Hadow 
Committee, that the first break in educational continuity 
and change of type should come at 11+, has been rejected 
recently by the Board of Education in favour of the first 
break at 7+, this being the normal age of transference from 
the Infant School. The Birmingham Branch of the Nationa] 
Union of Women Teachers believes that there is an over- 
whelming amount of evidence in support of the wisdom of the 
change in policy, though it is understood that some smaller 
advantages follow grouping to the later age. There would be 
opportunity for children to gain experience of each other at 
different age stages, and some economy of time would be 
effected during the recapitulation period covering the normal 
eighth year. In spite of this we believe entirely in the 
maintenance of the Infant School. 


There is a definite psychological break about seven, at 
the beginning of the second dentition period, and the nature 
of this break demands quite separate and distinct environment 
and method for the two clearly marked stages which it divides. 
There should be no early standardization of the individual 
child, no attainment as a preparation for later stages, but 
living as an end in itself and living joyfully, in proportion to 
the needs of counteracting defective environment in the 
large slum areas of our great industrial city, or complementing 
the frequent loneliness of the suburban home. 


To do this requires space and freedom from the limitations 
of curriculum which characterise the later stage. Recreational 
periods should be frequent, short, noisy, or quiet, as the case 
may be, but thoroughly monopolist in nature always, and 
therefore unhampered by the reserve which must be demanded 
by the presence of the next age group. Nor should the normal 
vigour of these older children be subject to the restraint 


necessary for the protection of little ones during activity 
periods. Each small child lives to develop its own powers 
through the cumulative experience of use; it learns at the 
later stage to socialize its powers, and each end justifies the 
technical and professional equipment it demands. 


The difficulty of finding the expert director for the two 
stages 1s apparent. 


Research during the last thirty years in the Kindergarten 
stage method has provided us with a remarkable wealth of 
professional and psychological data, by which the whole field 
of education and its literature has been enriched. We cannot 
afford to discount this empiricism, for it has basic value and 
states an axiomatic case for the pursuance of its own end. 


In the event of amalgamation there would remain the 
increasing difficulty of distributing staff of the right quality 
to a branch of the teaching service where there is very little 
scope for promotion ; a lack of opportunity for self-government 
would result in a serious reduction in numbers of that pioneer 
type upon whose qualities and efforts the successful foundation 
of the past twenty-five years has been laid. 


To those who are the custodians of educational achieve- 
ment at this stage and pledged to further its progress, it is 
unnecessary to point out that the extravagant disuse of so 
much professional and technical equipment could be balanced 
by no degree of economic consideration, since fundamental 
losses cannot find their compensation in slight financial gains. 


H: R. WALMESLEY, President. 
joo GRATGE Secretary: 
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